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Working Together to Collect the Oral
Histories of Lafayette

By Amanda Kuehn
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The Lafayette Historical Society is hoping to obtain oral histories from longtime Lafayette residents who may
have been involved in things like this 1931 annual dinner of the volunteer fire department in Lafayette.
Photos courtesy Lafayette Historical Society

Girls from Brownie Troup 215 and Girl Scout Troup 948 celebrate the 68th
anniversary of the Girl Scouts in 1951.”If we had an oral history from one
of these (now grown up) girls, we would have an interesting story to ac-
company it,” says Judie Peterson of the Lafayette Historical Society.

Maya Angelou once wrote,
“There is no greater agony
than bearing an untold story inside
of you.” Each of us has a story to
share, a history inside of us that is
waiting to be told.

The members of the Lafayette
Historical Society believe in the
power of history “to ignite the
imagination, stimulate thought and
provide enjoyment.” Through their
collections and programs, the soci-
ety strives to link the history of
Lafayette to the lives of its people.
One way they wish to do this is by
documenting oral history, but
recording people’s stories can be
harder than you might think.

“The historical society has
been doing oral history for cen-
turies,” said History Room coordi-
nator Judie Peterson. “We have
some really old ones on old reel
tapes. We’ve been trying to resur-
rect that program but it’s been re-
ally difficult.” Although LHS has a
long list of Lafayette residents
ready to share their stories, the
process of documenting has been a
challenge, she explained.

Last fall Peterson contacted
Maureen Newmann, program co-
ordinator of Lafayette Senior Serv-
ices. “She was doing a project on
seniors coming in and writing in
the community center and I said,

‘What do you think of collaborat-
ing and doing an oral history proj-
ect?””

Newmann was on board.

“We try to partner with other
Lafayette community organiza-
tions, including Saint Mary’s and
their creative writing program,”
said Molly Cohen, administrative
assistant of Lafayette Senior Serv-
ices. “We do a class called Docu-
ment Your Life’s Story. It’s been
really well received.”

The class is run by an intern
from the Master of Fine Arts
(MFA) in Creative Writing pro-
gram at Saint Mary’s College. Pe-
terson thought Senior Services
might expand the program and use
the SMC intern to help with the
oral history project.

Representatives from LHS and
Senior Services met with Candace
Eros Diaz, MFA coordinator of ad-
missions and student services and
Ryan McKinley, a candidate in the
MFA program. The group decided
that LHS would create a list of
Lafayette residents and McKinley,
funded through one of SMC’s So-
cial Justice Internships, would con-
duct interviews and help to
transcribe old tapes. The hope is
that this will be an ongoing
arrangement.

... continued on page B5

Walter "Wally" Costa in his office in 1966. Costa was mayor of Lafayette in
1973 and will be one of the first to provide his oral history to Saint Mary's
College MFA candidate Ryan McKinley.
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An Elder Law Workshop

Presented by

The Law Offices of Michael J. Young
Michael J. Young, Attorney at Law

Thursday March 13 and Thursday March 27, 2014

3:00 pm to 4:30 pm

1931 San Miguel Drive, Walnut Creek

Channell Room

+ Don’t go broke in a nursing home. Learn how to get Medi-Cal coverage for your
nursing home care, without selling your home or draining your family’s reserves.

« Learn about the Veterans Administration Aid & Attendance Pension Benefit
for Wartime Veterans and how this program can help pay for care in assisted living
communities, board and care, and in-home care.

- Baby Boomers: Prepare for the second half of life! Learn how to take advantage
of long-term care planning options in your estate planning documents.

Attendance is complimentary, but seating is limited.
To reserve your spot, call 925-256-0298
Call now--these workshops fill up quickly!

Special bonus: attendees will receive a FREE copy of our The Alzheimer’s
Legal Survival Guide, and The Nuts and Bolts Guide to Veterans Benefits.

Law Office of Michael J. Young | www.WalnutCreekElderLaw.com | lawyoung1@gmail.com





